STUDY QUESTIONS

 ZINN CHAPTER 1 (2 Sections)
1. According to Zinn, what is his main purpose for writing A People’s History of the United States?

2. What is Zinn’s thesis for pages 1-11?

3. According to Zinn, how is Columbus portrayed in traditional history books?

4. Why does Zinn dispute Henry Kissinger’s statement: “History is the memory of  states?”
5. What is Zinn’s basic criticism of historian Samuel Eliot Morison’s book,  Christopher Columbus, Mariner?
6. What major issues does Bartolome de las Casas bring up regarding Spanish expeditions in the Caribbean?

7. Identify one early and one subsequent motive that drove Columbus to oppress indigenous peoples.

8. What was the ultimate fate of the Arawak Indians?

Chapter 1 Section 2 Questions
1. What was the significance of Quetzalcoatl?

2. Compare the strategies and motives underlying the conquest of the Aztecs by  Cortez and the conquest of the Incas by Pizzaro.

3. What were the major causes of war between the Powhatans and the English  settlers?

4. Discuss the significance of Powhatan’s statement, “Why will you take by force  what you may have quietly by love?”

5. Explain Governor John Winthrop’s legal and biblical justification for seizing  Indian land.

6. Explain the main tactic of warfare used by the English against the Indians.

7. According to Roger Williams, how did the English usually justify their attacks on  the Indians?

8. What ultimately happened to the estimated 10 million Indians living in North  America at the time of Columbus’ arrival?

9. Evaluate the statement: “If there are sacrifices to be made for human progress,  is it not essential to hold to the principle that those to be sacrificed must make  the decision themselves?”
10. How does Zinn attempt to prove that the Indians were not inferior? Provide  examples.

ZINN CHAPTER 2

Study Questions

1. According to Zinn, what is the root of racism in America? 

2. Why were Africans considered “better” slaves than Indians in Virginia? 

3. How did 16th century Africa compare to 16th century Europe politically,  economically, and militarily?

4. How did slavery in Africa differ from slavery in Europe and the Americas?

5. Describe the conditions that slaves on ships coming to America (“Middle  Passage”).

6. What was the position of the Catholic church in Portugal vis-à-vis slavery?

7. In terms of mortality, what was the cost of slavery?

8. What was the relationship between slavery and the plantation system.

9. What evidence exists that America’s slaves did not accept their fate easily?

10. Why did slave owners fear poor whites?

ZINN CHAPTER 3

Study Questions

1. What is Zinn’s thesis in this chapter?

2. What was the underlying cause of Bacon’s Rebellion?

3. What was the “double motive” of the Virginia government vis-à-vis Bacon’s  Rebellion?

4. What groups of people took part in Bacon’s Rebellion?

5. Explain indentured servitude (also known as the “headright system”).

6. How did the voyage of indentured servants to America compare with the “Middle  Passage.”

7. What generally happened to indentured servants after they became free?

8. To what extent did a class structure emerge in America by 1700?

9. What evidence does Zinn provide regarding the monopoly of power by the rich in  Boston?

10. Explain the statement: “The country therefore was not “born free” but born  slave and free, servant and master, tenant and landlord, poor and rich.”
11. How did the rich manage to keep Indians “at a distance?”

12. What was the probable reason why Parliament made transportation to the New  World a legal punishment for crime?

13. Explain the statement: “race was becoming more and more practical.” 

ZINN CHAPTER 4

Study Questions

1. What is the thesis of this chapter?

2. According to Zinn, how did the creation of the United States benefit the upper class?

3. Describe the disproportionate distribution of wealth in Boston, Philadelphia, and New York.

4. Why were both Loyalists and leaders of the Revolution concerned about the  lower classes in Philadelphia.

5. What major issues fueled the Regulator movement?

6. What was General Gage’s observation vis-à-vis the leaders of the movement  against the Stamp Act?

7. What advice did colonial leaders including -- Samuel Adams and James Otis -- give to the people concerning the Townshend Acts?

8. What class did the leaders of the Sons of Liberty come from? What was their  goal?

9. What was the significance of Patrick Henry’s oratory?

10. What was one of John Adam’s concerns vis-à-vis Thomas Paine’s Common  Sense?
11. According to Zinn, who does Paine really represent?

12. What groups of Americans were deprived of the ideals set forth in the  Declaration of Independence?

13. What is the irony Zinn tries to convey concerning John Locke?

14. Explain the statement: “Tyranny is Tyranny let it come from whom it may.”  

ZINN CHAPTER 5

Study Questions (2 Sections)
1. What support did the Revolutionary War effort have among the colonial  population?

2. What impact did slavery have on the war effort in the South?

3. What incentives did the Revolutionary War leaders use to attract recruits?

4. What was the American Navy’s position vis-à-vis impressment?

5. Why did Robert Morris’ plan to assuage the concerns of financial contributors to  the Continental Congress anger the common soldier?

6. What was the British strategy concerning slavery in the South?

7. How is the general perception that the Revolution engendered the separation of church and state challenged by Zinn?

8. How did land confiscated from Loyalists reflect the Revolution’s effect on class  relations?

9. How does Edmund S. Morgan’s summary of the class nature of the Revolution challenge the popular perception of the Revolution and its ideals? How does  Richard Morris’ statement also challenge popular perception?

10. Explain Carl Degler’s  assertion that “no new social class came to power throughout the door of the American revolution.”

11. What was the impact of America’s victory on the Native Americans?

12. Explain Jennings’ statement: The Revolution was a “multiplicity of variously oppressed and exploited peoples who preyed upon each other.” 

Chapter 5 Section 2 Questions
1. What is Charles Beard’s thesis in An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution  vis-à-vis the Founding Fathers and the creation of the Constitution?

2. What was the source of resentment in western towns of Massachusetts against  the legislature in Boston?

3. How did disgruntled western farmers seek to improve their shaky economic  situation?

4. What was Daniel Shays’s objective?

5. What was Thomas Jefferson’s view of popular uprisings?  Contrast his view  with those of the established leadership.

6. Why does Zinn state that democracy’s problem in post-Revolutionary America was not primarily due to Constitutional limitations on voting?

7. How is Zinn critical of Madison’s argument in Federalist X.
8. Why does Zinn assert that despite party differences among Federalists and  Democratic-Republicans they were both fundamentally similar?

9. How does Zinn characterize the Constitution’s compromises?

10. How does Zinn refute one of Beard’s critics, Robert E. Brown?

11. How does the Constitution illustrate the complexity of the American system?

12. How does the Constitution’s contract clause or tax clause favor rich over poor?

13. How does Zinn argue the First Amendment is not as stable as one might assume?

14. How does Zinn contrast the government’s enforcement of the First Amendment  and the power to tax?

15. How does Zinn refute Bernard Bailyn’s view of the creation of the Constitution.

ZINN CHAPTER 6: STUDY QUESTIONS

“The Intimately Oppressed”

1. What is the theme of the reading?

2. How does treatment of women differ between societies based on private property and those based on communal living? Why?

3. How did the earliest female settlers in Virginia fare?

4. How were women treated on the frontier compared to those living in towns or cities?

5. How did English law affect the status of  women in America?

6. How does Zinn use the case of Ann Hutchinson to support his basic argument?

7. How did the American Revolution affect women?

8. Explain the position of Abigail Adams vis-à-vis the role of women in America.

9. What social forces led to the onset of the “cult of true womanhood” or the “cult of domesticity?” Describe the woman’s role in this philosophy.

10. How was dress used as a means of social control?

11. What rights were denied women in the “cult of  true womanhood?” 

12. How did workers’ strikes in the 1830s and 1840s reflect the changing role of women? 

13. What is the connection between primary school teaching and women’s participation in reform movement of the 1830s, 1840s and 1850s?

14. Create a table for the women reformers discussed in the reading. (Note: you can do yourself a big favor by also including those female reformers Bailey mentions in order to create a comprehensive study list).

Women’s Movement Chart  Chapter 6
	WOMEN REFORMER
	REFORM ACTIVITY

	Abigail Adams
	

	Mercy Otis Warren
	

	Emma Willard
	

	Harriot Hunt
	

	Elizabeth Blackwell
	

	Lucy Stone
	

	Mary Lyon
	

	Elizabeth Cady Stanton
	

	Lucretia Mott
	

	Susan B. Anthony
	

	Margaret Fuller
	

	Angelina Grimke
	

	Sara Grimke
	

	Dorothea Dix
	

	Frances Wright
	

	Sojourner Truth
	


ZINN CHAPTER 7: Study Questions

 “As Long as Grass Grows or Water Runs”
1. What is the major theme (recurring idea)  in this chapter.

2. What evidence does Zinn cite to illustrate the overall impact of Indian removal?

3. Contrast Thomas Jefferson’s views as Secretary of State concerning Indian policy  with those during his presidency.  Why did his views change?

4. Explain Zinn’s use of irony when describing the Battle of Horseshoe Bend?

5. How does Andrew Jackson’s early political/military career foreshadow his  Indian policies as President?

6. How does Zinn’s view of the War of 1812 contrast with traditional histories?

7. Create a basic outline of Jackson’s Indian-related activities and their significance  prior to his presidency (treaties, land speculation, etc.)

8. Explain Zinn’s view of Arthur Schlesinger’s The Age of Jackson and Marvin  Meyers’ The Jacksonian Persuasion.
9. Describe evidence  Zinn utilizes to assess the views of Lewis Cass vis-à-vis  Native American policy.

10. Create a table illustrating the fate of major Southeastern Indian tribes.

11. To what extent did the Cherokee nation change its culture in order to survive  within the U.S?

12. For what purpose does Zinn juxtapose the Nullification Controversy of 1832 and  the enforcement of Worcester v. Georgia?

13. Explain the significance of the phrase: “As long as grass grows or water runs.”

Chapter 7 -Indian Removal Chart
	TRIBE
	RESULT OF U.S. INDIAN REMOVAL POLICY

	Choctaw
	

	Creeks 

 (Eastern

   Alabama)
	

	Chickasaws

 (Northern 

   Mississippi)
	

	Cherokee 
(Northeastern

 Georgia, Eastern Alabama)
	

	Seminoles
(Central Florida)
	


ZINN CHAPTER 8: Study Questions

 “We Take Nothing by Conquest, Thank God”

1. Identify the thesis or theme in this chapter.

2. How did the U.S. use the Texas-Mexico border dispute to its advantage?

3. Explain the term “Manifest Destiny” and its implications on U.S. foreign policy  in the 1840s.

4. Explain the Whig position vis-à-vis the Mexican War.

5. How does Zinn portray Abraham Lincoln’s position?

6. How does the U.S. philosophically justify its aggression?

7. What evidence does Zinn utilize to illustrate American opposition to the Mexican  War?

8. How does Zinn use the ethnic composition of the U.S. army to reinforce his  argument?

9. How does Zinn characterize the morale of U.S. soldiers after the initial stages of  the conflict? Provide evidence cited throughout the chapter for why soldiers came  to feel the way they did.

10. Explain the statement: “It was a war of the American elite against the Mexican  elite, each side exhorting, using, killing its own population as well as the other.”

11. Provide evidence of how the Mexican population was affected by the war.

12. How did veterans fare economically after they came home from the war?

13. Discuss how Zinn uses the phrase “We take nothing by conquest, thank God” to buttress his argument. 

ZINN CHAPTER 9

Study Questions (3 Sections)
1. To what extent was the termination of the slave trade in 1808 enforced? Why?

2. Explain the statement: “Are the conditions of slavery as important as the existence of slavery?

3. What evidence does Zinn include to prove the existence of slave revolts in the United States?

4. Analyze the impact of Nat Turner’s rebellion on Southern thought.

5. Explain the phrase: Among slaves there was “simultaneous accommodation and resistance to slavery.” Provide examples to support your explanation. 
6. To what extent was the Underground Railroad successful? Provide evidence.

7. How were poor whites utilized by plantation owners to maintain control?

8. Explain the use of religion as a means of control.

9. To what extent did slaves maintain their sense of culture, community, and kinship? 

10. Explain the significance of David Walker.

11. Explain the significance of Frederick Douglass.

12. What was the basic message of Douglass’ Independence Day address in July, 1852?

13. Contrast the abolitionist views of Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison. How did they generally represent black and white abolitionist views?

Chapter 9 Section 2 Questions
1. How does Zinn justify that black abolitionists were the “backbone of the antislavery movement.”

2. How does W.E.B. Du Bois characterize John Brown and his attack on Harper’s Ferry?

3. For what reasons does Zinn criticize the national government when discussing Brown’s execution?

4. Overall, how does Zinn characterize Lincoln? Provide examples.

5. Discuss the legal provisions of the Emancipation Proclamation (i.e., what did it do and what didn’t it do?).

6. Explain Hofstadter’s statement: The Emancipation Proclamation “had all the moral grandeur of a bill of lading.” 

7. What significance did the Emancipation Proclamation have on the war’s outcome?

8. What caused draft riots in 1863?

9. As the Civil War wore on, how did the South respond vis-à-vis slaves?

10. How did black women play an important part in the war?

11. In general, what position did most slaves take during the war?

12. How did the treatment of blacks in the Union army and northern cities foreshadow the limitations of emancipation? 

Chapter 9 Section 3 Questions
1. What did the U.S. government do with abandoned plantations in the fallen Confederacy?

2. Analyze the statement: “The American government had set out to fight the slave states in 1861, not to end slavery, but to retain the enormous national territory and market and resources.

3. What political conditions existed that provided for the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments?
4. Explain the significance of the “black codes.”

5. To what extent did blacks assert their freedom in the years immediately following the Civil War? Provide evidence.

6. How does Zinn defend the increase in South Carolina’s debt?

7. In what ways did the white Southern leadership use its power to deny rights of African Americans? 

8. What role did the Supreme Court play with regard to African American rights in the years following the Civil War? Provide evidence.

9. Who was John Harlan and what were his views concerning the Supreme Court decisions that deprived blacks their rights?

10. In what ways did the South look to the national government for help?

11. Explain the significance of the election of 1876 on  in the South.

12. How does Zinn justify the actions of Booker T. Washington? 

13. To what extent did the conditions for African Americans in the post-Civil War South lead to migration?

14. How did W.E.B. Du Bois view the exploitation of blacks as part of a larger trend in the U.S.?

